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The title molecule, C 9 H 8 N 2 O 2 , is essentially planar. The crystal structure is stabilized by hydrogen bonding. An intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond results in a sixmembered ring. Each molecule interacts with two others through N-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding, resulting in the formation of nine-membered rings. These hydrogen bonds generate a two-dimensional polymeric network. There are alsointeractions between the aromatic and heterocyclic rings [centroid-centroid distance 3.638 (2) Å ].
Related literature
For related literature, see: Berger et al. (1999) ; Cignarella et al. (1981) ; Goddard (1977) ; Goddard & Levitt (1979) ; Maliha et al. (2007) ; Mancilla et al. (2007) ; Momose (1980) ; Zuman (2004 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 1 2 ; (ii) Àx þ 1; y þ 1 2 ; Àz þ 1 2 .
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007) ; cell refinement: APEX2; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) and PLATON. (Berger et al., 1999; Cignarella et al., 1981) . Several isoindoles have exhibited anti-inflammatory and analgesic activity (Mancilla et al., 2007) . Certain substituted isoindoles have wide applications as herbicides (Goddard, 1977; Goddard et al., 1979) . In continuation to our studies of ortho-phthaldehyde with various types of ureas (Maliha et al., 2007) , the present compound is isolated when simple urea is reacted as given in preparation. The estimation of urea present in the biological fluids is determined with the help of color development (Momose, 1980; Zuman, 2004) when it is reacted with ortho-phthaldehyde.
Structure Reports Online
This fact was utilized for the formation of the title compond (I).
For comparison the best molecule is of 1-oxo-N-phenylisoindoline-2-carboxamide (Maliha et al., 2007) . The bond distances in the aromatic ring (A) containing C3 are in the range of 1.379 (4) Refinement H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93, 0.97 Å for aromatic and methylene C-atoms and constrained to ride on their parent atoms. The H-atoms attached to N2 were taken from fourier synthesis and their coordinates were refined. The thermal parameter of all H-atoms was taken 1.2 times U eq of the parent atom. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2sigma(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
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